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2217 E Tudor Rd., Suite 4 Anchorage, AK 99507

ATLA is a public non-profit 501(c)(3) agency which provides assistive technology solutions to Alaskans with disabilities.

WHO IS ATLA?

Assistive Technology of Alaska (ATLA) is Alaska’s only comprehensive assistive technology resource cen-
ter. ATLA provides the “keys” (assistive technology) so Alaskan’s with disabilities can have greater access
to and more independence in their home, school, work and community settings. Assistive technology
(AT) comes in all sizes and shapes with a wide variety of user options. ATLA is here to help you make an
informed choice and get appropriate technology into your hands.
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MEET OUR STAFF

_ )
Kathy Privratsky

Executive Director
& AT Specialist

kathy@atlaak.org
(907) 563 - 2599 xt. 21

Mystie Rail
Communications Director
& AT Consultant

mystie@atlaak.org
(907) 563 - 2599 xt. 24

Margaret Cisco
AT Specialist

margaret@atlaak.org
(907) 563 - 2599 xt. 22

Holli Yancey

AT Consultant
holli@atlaak.org
(907) 563 - 2599 xt. 25

Melissa Engel

Office Manager
& Accounts Payable

melissa@atlaak.org
(907) 563 - 2599 xt. 28

Nadina Morris

AT Assistant & Accounts
Receivable

nadina@atlaak.org
(907) 563 - 2599 xt. 27

Charlie Rogge

Information & Assistance

charlie@atlaak.org

Calling ALL Educators
(Not just Special Educators)

In October, ATLA will begin hosting a series of
software overviews for educators across Alaska
whose students so often have varied reading and
writing abilities and needs. The purpose of this se-
ries is to provide an overview of software that can
be used for individual-student, classroom-wide,
school-wide or district-wide text access and is
easy to customize for each student’s specific sup-
port need. Featured software would fit as one part
of RTI and meets the National Instructional Mate-
rials Accessibility Standard (NIMAS). Text access
software in the first week of this series has solid
research behind it that reflects

* increased access to all curriculum materials

« writing tools that increase work performance of
all students,

 results in increased high stakes test
performance.

Check ATLA’s website
at www.atlaak.org
for more details.
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TTY/VP (907)561-2592
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Assistive Technology of Alaska (ATLA)

Assistive technology — commonly refers to “...products, devices or equipment,
that are used to increase, maintain or improve functional capabilities of
individuals with disabilities.”

Assistive technology is redefining what is possible for employees in the workforce who
are aging and may need a little “extra support” to remain employed; for new or potential
hires who may experience a disability and need minimal assistance to perform their job
successfully; and for individuals with vision, hearing, mobility, learning disabilities an
other challenges who need off the shelf or customized technology to become and
remain employed.

Employers recognize the importance of having great employees and the ability to
provide technological solutions when the employees acquire or experience a disability.
Assistive technology can help them retain that employee and avoid the replacement and
training of new hires

Assistive Technology (AT) is breaking down barriers and expanding the possibilities for
everyone. Technology that was once “ust for people with disabilities” is now
‘mainstream”. Some examples of mainstream technology include: voice recognition
software that turns voice into text; digital recorders that download voice messages/notes
into text; PDA’s with alarm reminders, organizational software, text messaging, note
taking; scan and/or download books, manuals, documents into digital text on an MP3 or
other player and have the text read aloud; camera phones that capture and speak text;
and graphic pens that capture hand written notes and inputs into a computer. Universal
design in “high tech” computers and devices makes accommodations for all employees
possible.

Kathy Privratsky, Executive Director of Assistive Technology of Alaska (ATLA), the
designated entity for Alaska’s statewide assistive technology program, will provide a
brief update on “What’s New in assistive technology in Alaska”.



Assistive Technology of Alaska (ATLA)

The Possibilities of Assistive Technology

Dragon
NafurallySpeaking | Digital Voice Recorder

Records dictation on built-in flash
memory high capacity media cards.
Compatible with Dragon Naturally
Speaking Preferred voice
recognition to print software to
easily convert your recorded files

into text.
SONY

ICD-BM1
Digital Voice Recorder

KNFB Reader Mobile

Reading machine in a cell phone.
Reads most printed documents,
from letters and memos to pages in
a book and street signs. The user
takes a photo of the print to be read
and the character recognition
software in conjunction with high
quality text-to-speech will read the
contents of the document aloud.
Each sentence is displayed visually
and highlights each word as it is
read.

Read and Write Gold Mobile

Portable software on a USB flash
drive provides users with all the
features of a scan and read
program with the added benefit of
being able to use it on any
computer, anytime, anywhere. No
installation is required! Plug the
Assistive Tech device into any USB port on a PC

Tel: (907 computer and run the program.
WWW. Bcreccnreory




Assistive Technology of Alaska (ATLA)

Statewide Assistive Technology Reutilization and Recycling

www.aktradingpost.org
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Read & Write Gold
Scan and read /screen
reader software

Read & Write Gold
Literacy and Language
software/Learning
Disabilities

Read and Write Gold
Scan and read software

Read and Write Gold 8.0:
Scanning, reading and
writing software
solution for people with
learning disabilities or
reading difficulties such
as dyslexia, attention
deficit disorder (ADD)
and other literacy
difficulties, and ...

Read and Write Gold 8.0 -
Maobile
Scanning, reading and
writing software
solution for people with
learning disabilities or
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