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How Big is Tourism in Alaska?

How Important is it to the State?



But First, Where is Tourism in the Data?
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Standard employment data sets 
categorize employment by what 
companies do rather than for whom 
they do it. 
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But It Shows Up as an Economic Driver
Alaska Resident Employment, 2005



By ISER’s Estimation, Tourism 
is Responsible for 11 percent of 
Alaska Resident Employment 

and 8 percent of Alaska 
Resident Personal Income



How Do They Get Here?
Visitors by Transportation Market, Summer 2006
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Source: McDowell Group, Inc.



Southeast cruise ship passengers, 1991-2007

Source: McDowell Group, Inc.
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What to Expect in 2009 and 
beyond?



“By all accounts [it’s] going to be an 
extremely difficult year.”

“Bookings are down 24% for the 
upcoming tourist season.”



“By all accounts [it’s] going to be an 
extremely difficult year.”

“Bookings are down 24% for the 
upcoming tourist season.”

- Alaska Business Monthly, May 1, 2002
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