
 

 
 

Alaska Workforce Investment Board 
Alaska Department of Labor & Workforce Development 

  Youth Council  
Wednesday October 27, 2009 10:15am 

University of Alaska, Butrovich Building 
Board of Regents Conference Room, Fairbanks, Alaska 

Teleconference Number:  1-888-354-0094 Code: 9694688 
Minutes  

 
• Roll Call: _x__Chris Gregg, Chair; __x_Mike Woods, Vice-Chair; ___Tania Clacus; 

_x__John Douglass; __x_Cynthia Erickson; __x_Heidi Frost; ___Noelle Hardt; 
_x__Barbara Henjum; ___Melissa Hill; ___David Kvasager; _x__Andre Layral; 
___Helen Mehrkens; __x_Taber Rehbaum; ___Gibby Serna; _x__Ruth Schoenleben; 
___Heather Wagner 
 

• Ex-officios:___ Diedre Bailey   
 

Guests: 
Sonta Roach attended for Melissa Hill 
Leasa Davis, DOLWD, Division of Business Partnerships 

 
Staff: 
Barbara Duval, AWIB Program Coordinator 
 
Approval of Agenda 
  

Approval of Minutes - September 2, 2009 
MOTION to approve minutes by Andre Layral 
SECONDED by John Douglass 
VOTE taken    
MOTION carries 
 

Action Items 
 
Discussion Items  

1. Career Guide/Career Resource Advisor/Career Counselor/MS Career Guide 
Barbara brought council up to date on where we are with the questionnaire, definitions,  
etc.  There is a need to focus on the new MS Career Guides.  Mike Woods suggested the 
council initiate contact.  A letter to Superintendent Carol Comeau’s office would be best 
to start with. 
 
Andre indicated a questionnaire to school principles statewide would give an indication 
of what is available in each of the schools.  He volunteered to create the questionnaire. 
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Sonata Roach indicated they had previously conducted a questionnaire titled ‘Future 
Educators of Alaska’.  Perhaps this model would work for the youth council.  It 
references K-12.  She will email the document to Barbara for dissemination. 
 

2. Purpose, Mission, Vision  
A copy was provided in the packet as a resource document. 
 

3. Youth Strategies 
Several strategies were discussed.  The council decided to have each of the Direct 
Service Providers come and speak to the council on the particular services they provide.  
Ruth Schoenleben with Nine Star volunteered for the December 2nd YC meeting.  A 
question was raised on ‘How do we get youth in contact with these service providers?’  
Heidi states there are list serves.  She mentioned SEARCC, Rural Transition Outcome 
Project, Youth with Barriers, and Alaska Education.  She will email those to the council.   
 
Andre states there is a website Fairbanksyouth.org which is the Fairbanks Youth 
Development Coalition.  This is a website for youth ages 14-21, youth program 
providers, parents of teens, and for employers who hire teens.  Perhaps a statewide 
coalition website can be created.  A suggestion was to have the Alaska State map and be 
able to just click on an individual area.  
 
WIA Updates 

1. Deidre Bailey – Div of Business Partnerships 
No update as Diedre was not present. 

 
Next meeting:  Wednesday, December 2, 2009 at 10:00am 
 

Adjournment: 11:15am 

 
Attachments: 
YC Minutes 9/2/09 
 

ACTION TRACKER 
 
WHO WHAT DUE BY STATUS 

Mike Woods 
Draft letter to Carol Comeau requesting 
permission to meet w/ MS Career Guides. Send 
to Barbara for processing. 

12/2/09  

Sonata 
Roach 

Provide Barbara w/ copy Future Educators of 
Alaska document. 12/2/09 Done 

Staff Barbara set up Nine Star as speaker for 12/2 mtg 12/2/09 Done 
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Heidi Send List Serve to Barbara  12/2/09 Done 

Andre Create draft questionnaire to be sent to school 
principals. 12/2/09  
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