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Unemployment rate shows little change in October

Alaska’s unemployment rate rose two-tenths of 
a percentage point in October to 6.2 percent, 
according to the Alaska Department of Labor 
and Workforce Development. The state’s 
unemployment rate continues to be moderately 
lower in 2005 than it was in 2004 – October 2004’s 
rate was six-tenths of a percentage point higher at 
6.8 percent. The national trend is similar. October’s 
4.6 percent unemployment rate for the U.S. was 
fi ve-tenths of a percentage point lower than 
October 2004’s 5.1 percent rate.

At the local level, communities that rely most 
heavily on seasonal employment from the visitor 
industry or fi sheries recorded large increases in 
unemployment rates, as expected. The Denali 
Borough’s rate increased from 2.7 percent to 
6.2 percent, Skagway-Hoonah-Angoon saw an 
increase from 6.8 to 15.8 percent and Bristol 
Bay’s rate rose from 4.8 percent to 7.3 percent in 
October.

Rates in Anchorage, Fairbanks and Juneau 
changed little in October and all three communities 
have unemployment rates about half a percentage 
point lower than in October 2004. The combined 
Anchorage/Mat-Su region has the lowest rate in 
the state at 5.2 percent, while the Northern and 
Southwest regions have the highest at 10.6 and 
10.7 percent, respectively.

Preliminary estimates of payroll employment show 
over-the-year growth of 5,500 and a typically 
large monthly decline of 15,000. Job growth has 
accelerated in 2005 and the state is nearly certain 
to extend its streak of employment growth to 18 
years at the end of 2005.

Nearly every sector of the economy has 
contributed to the growth in 2005. Two notable 
exceptions are the air transportation industry, 
which has lost 300 jobs since October 2004, and 
the federal government, which was down 200 
jobs over the same period. Health care employers 
have added 1,000 jobs over the year, more than 
any other industry. Growth has also been strong in 
mining, construction, retail trade and restaurants.

October Unemployment for Selected Areas

Sources: Alaska Department of Labor and Workforce Development, Research and Analysis Section 
and U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics

Alaska Nonfarm Payroll Employment

Government includes employees of public schools, the University of Alaska and certain federally 
recognized tribal entities.   Benchmark date:  March 2004
Sources:  Alaska Department of Labor and Workforce Development, Research and Analysis Section; 
and the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics

Contact:  Dan Robinson, Economist   (907) 465-6036
Research and Analysis Web site: http://almis.labor.state.ak.us

Seasonally Adjusted Unemployment Rates

October 2005: Alaska   6.9% U.S.   5.0%
September 2005: Alaska   6.8% U.S.   5.1%

October 2004: Alaska   7.5% U.S.   5.5%

preliminary revised revised     changes from
10/05 09/05 10/04 09/05 10/04

Total Nonfarm Employment 310,400 325,400 304,900 -15,000 5,500
Natural Resources & Mining 10,800 10,900 10,100 -100 700
Construction 20,300 21,700 19,700 -1,400 600
Manufacturing 10,900 14,600 10,900 -3,700 0
Trade, Transportation & Utilities 62,400 66,100 61,600 -3,700 800
Information 7,000 6,900 6,900 100 100
Financial Activities 15,000 15,200 14,800 -200 200
Professional & Business Services 24,100 25,000 23,300 -900 800
Education & Health Services 35,900 35,900 34,700 0 1,200
Leisure & Hospitality 29,800 35,500 28,900 -5,700 900
Other Services 11,700 11,700 11,900 0 -200
Government 82,500 81,900 82,100 600 400
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