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Unemployment rate falls to 7.5 percent in April

Alaska’s unemployment rate fell two-tenths of 
a percentage point in April to 7.5 percent, ac-
cording to the Alaska Department of Labor & 
Workforce Development. The decline was less 
than usual for April, though not by a signifi -
cant amount. April’s 7.5 percent rate is four-
tenths of a percentage point higher than April 
2005’s rate. 

April numbers can be misleading, however, 
since it is the last month before the beginning of 
Alaska’s summer visitor season and the timing
of employers’ preparations can vary from year 
to year. The April job count for construction, 
an industry also characterized by strong sum-
mer hiring, can also fl uctuate signifi cantly 
from year to year depending on the weather. 
The most telling comparisons will come dur-
ing the peak months of July and August. 

Anchorage’s unemployment rate was un-
changed at 5.9 percent in April, while Fair-
banks and Juneau saw moderate declines of 
three-tenths and four-tenths of a percentage 
point, respectively. Juneau’s 5.3 percent unem-
ployment rate was the lowest in the state for 
April. The Wade Hampton Census Area had 
the highest rate at 23.8 percent.

April’s job count was 4,400 higher than in 
April 2005, an over-the-year growth rate of 1.5 
percent. The year-ago comparisons show job 
growth in most employment categories.

The oil and gas industry provided 1,100 more 
jobs in April than it did a year earlier. The 
industry’s growth rate over that period was an 
impressive 13 percent. Other industries show-
ing strong over-the-year growth include retail 
trade and health care. 

April Unemployment for Selected Areas

Sources: Alaska Department of Labor & Workforce Development, Research and Analysis Section; 
and the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics

Alaska Nonfarm Payroll Employment

1 Private education only
2 Government includes public schools, the University of Alaska and federally recognized tribal entities.
Sources:  Alaska Department of Labor & Workforce Development, Research and Analysis Section; 
and the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics

Contact:  Dan Robinson, Economist   (907) 465-6036
Research and Analysis Web site: http://almis.labor.state.ak.us

Seasonally Adjusted Unemployment Rates
April 2006: Alaska   7.0% U.S.   4.7%

March 2006: Alaska   7.0% U.S.   4.7%
April 2005: Alaska   6.6% U.S.   5.1%

Preliminary Revised Revised     Changes from
04/06 03/06 04/05 03/06 04/05

Total Nonfarm Employment 305,400 300,500 301,000 4,900 4,400
Natural Resources and Mining 11,700 11,700 10,400 0 1,300
     Oil and Gas 9,500 9,500 8,400 0 1,100
Construction 17,200 15,600 17,000 1,600 200
Manufacturing 9,900 11,600 10,100 -1,700 -200
Trade, Transportation and Utilities 61,800 60,000 60,800 1,800 1,000
     Retail Trade 35,500 34,600 34,800 900 700
Information 6,900 6,800 6,900 100 0
Financial Activities 14,600 14,500 14,400 100 200
Professional and Business Services 22,900 22,600 22,800 300 100
Educational1 and Health Services 36,300 36,200 35,800 100 500
     Health Care 26,300 26,300 25,700 0 600
Leisure and Hospitality 28,600 27,200 28,200 1,400 400
     Accommodation 6,500 6,100 6,400 400 100
     Food Svcs. and Drinking Places 18,000 17,300 17,800 700 200
Other Services 11,600 11,300 11,300 300 300
Government 2 83,900 83,000 83,300 900 600
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