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Unemployment rate rises to 5.9 percent in September

Alaska’s unemployment rate rose four-tenths of 
a percentage point in September to 5.9 percent, 
according to the Alaska Department of Labor & 
Workforce Development. 

If the rate follows a typical seasonal pattern, as it 
has for most of 2006, it will continue to rise for the 
next several months until it reaches a high point 
in January or February. September’s 5.9 percent 
unemployment rate was slightly below September 
2005’s 6.0 percent.

Payroll employment fell by 7,200 in September as 
Alaska’s seasonal employers began trimming em-
ployment following the peak months of summer. 
Seafood processing employment fell by 4,100 jobs, 
accommodations by 1,600, and food services and 
drinking places by 1,000. Retail trade also saw a 
predictable seasonal decline of 800 jobs.

Over-the-year comparisons show at least some 
growth in nearly every major employment catego-
ry. The biggest gains, both in terms of number and 
percentage, came from the oil and gas industry, 
which added 1,100 jobs from September 2005 to 
September 2006. That number equates to a strong 
12 percent growth rate.

Other notable areas of growth included retail trade 
and health care, which were up 700 jobs and 600 
jobs, respectively, compared to September 2005. 
The only major category showing an over-the-year 
decline was manufacturing, where the losses were 
concentrated in the seafood processing industry.

According to Dan Robinson, an economist with 
the department, September’s numbers conform to 
Alaska’s long-running pattern of modest growth.

“There have been noticeable changes in the sources 
of job growth in recent months – construction ac-
tivity has leveled off, for example, and the oil and 
gas industry has picked up the slack – but Alaska’s 
economy continues to create jobs, as it has done 
fairly consistently for almost 20 years.” 

September Unemployment for Selected Areas

Alaska Nonfarm Payroll Employment

1 Private education only
2 Government includes public schools, the University of Alaska and federally recognized tribal entities.

Contact:  Dan Robinson, Economist   (907) 465-6036
Research and Analysis Web site: almis.labor.state.ak.us

1 All other unemployment rates in this press release are not seasonally adjusted.

Seasonally Adjusted Unemployment Rates1

September 2006: Alaska   6.6% U.S.   4.6%
August 2006: Alaska   6.5% U.S.   4.7%

September 2005: Alaska   6.8% U.S.   5.1%

Preliminary Revised Revised     Changes from
9/06 8/06 9/05 8/06 9/05

Total Nonfarm Employment 330,000 337,200 325,600 -7,200 4,400
Natural Resources and Mining 12,400 12,200 11,200 200 1,200
     Oil and Gas 10,000 9,700 8,900 300 1,100
Construction 21,800 22,900 21,700 -1,100 100
Manufacturing 14,700 19,000 15,000 -4,300 -300
     Seafood Processing 10,600 14,700 10,900 -4,100 -300
Trade, Transportation and Utilities 67,300 69,600 66,500 -2,300 800
     Retail Trade 37,700 38,500 37,000 -800 700
Information 7,000 7,100 6,900 -100 100
Financial Activities 15,400 15,500 15,200 -100 200
Professional and Business Services 25,500 26,200 25,100 -700 400
Educational1 and Health Services 36,300 36,500 35,500 -200 800
     Health Care 26,300 26,600 25,700 -300 600
Leisure and Hospitality 35,600 38,600 35,000 -3,000 600
     Accommodations 9,800 11,400 9,700 -1,600 100
     Food Svcs. and Drinking Places 20,900 21,900 20,400 -1,000 500
Other Services 11,800 11,800 11,600 0 200
Government 2 82,200 77,800 81,900 4,400 300

Sources for tables and graph:  Alaska Department of Labor & Workforce Development, Research and 
Analysis Section; and the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics
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