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Unemployment rate at 6.1 percent in November

Alaska’s statewide unemployment rate increased four-
tenths of a percentage point in November to 6.1 percent, 
according to the Alaska Department of Labor & Work-
force Development. The increase is in line with expec-
tations for November, a month when seasonal employ-
ment continues to decline and unemployment continues 
to rise correspondingly.

The 6.1 percent rate means that nearly 20,994 peo-
ple were unemployed during November, an increase 
of roughly 1,300 people from October. The jobless 
rate was 6.7 percent in November 2005, meaning that 
1,668 more people were unemployed than in No-
vember 2006. The state’s rate has seesawed all year 
between being slightly higher and slightly lower than 
year-ago rates. 

Despite the rising unemployment rate, a number of ar-
eas in the state continued to enjoy low unemployment 
rates. The rates in Fairbanks, Anchorage, Juneau and 
Sitka were all running below 5.7 percent, and in most 
areas, employers reported a very tight labor market. 
All four economies are much less susceptible to sea-
sonal swings than almost everywhere else in the state.

In 11 areas of the state, the unemployment rates were 
in the double-digits in November, and three saw their 
unemployment rates climb by more than four percent-
age points between October and November: the Denali 
Borough, the Skagway-Hoonah-Angoon Census Area 
and the Yakutat Borough. All three areas, along with 
many others, are buffeted by the very seasonal nature 
of the visitor, construction, timber or fi shing indus-
tries.
 
Payroll employment fell by 9,400 in November as 
nearly every major employment category showed a 
broad seasonal downturn. The biggest losses came in 
seafood processing, construction and accommodations. 
Even so, there were 5,400 more total jobs in Novem-
ber than a year ago.

One of the few categories that was able to hold its own 
was retail, which isn’t surprising since many retail-
ers add staff for the holiday season. Given a relatively 
healthy economy, Alaska’s retailers should be enjoying 
healthy holiday sales in 2006. 

The strongest over-the-year gains were in oil and gas, 
and health care. Possibly bigger than the increase in 
employment in the state’s highest-paying industry, oil 
and gas, is the effect it’s having on stronger-than-aver-
age gains in overall earnings. 

November Unemployment for Selected Areas

Alaska Nonfarm Payroll Employment

1 Private education only
2 Government includes public schools, the University of Alaska and federally recognized tribal entities.

Contact:  Neal Fried, Economist   (907) 269-4861
Research and Analysis Web site: almis.labor.state.ak.us

1 All other unemployment rates in this press release are not seasonally adjusted.

Seasonally Adjusted Unemployment Rates1

November 2006: Alaska   6.4% U.S.   4.5%
October 2006: Alaska   6.4% U.S.   4.4%

November 2005: Alaska   6.9% U.S.   5.0%

Preliminary Revised Revised     Changes from
11/06 10/06 11/05 10/06 11/05

Total Nonfarm Employment 306,500 315,900 301,100 -9,400 5,400
Natural Resources and Mining 12,800 12,800 10,900 0 1,900
     Oil and Gas 10,400 10,500 8,800 -100 1,600
Construction 17,600 19,800 17,800 -2,200 -200
Manufacturing 7,800 10,800 7,700 -3,000 100
     Seafood Processing 4,100 6,800 4,000 -2,700 100
Trade, Transportation and Utilities 62,900 64,300 61,800 -1,400 1,100
     Retail Trade 36,500 36,500 36,200 0 300
Information 7,000 7,000 6,900 0 100
Financial Activities 14,700 14,900 14,700 -200 0
Professional and Business Services 23,400 24,100 23,300 -700 100
Educational1 and Health Services 37,300 37,100 35,700 200 1,600
     Health Care 26,600 26,600 25,800 0 800
Leisure and Hospitality 28,500 30,200 27,800 -1,700 700
     Accommodations 6,500 7,700 6,300 -1,200 200
     Food Svcs. and Drinking Places 18,300 18,600 17,800 -300 500
Other Services 11,500 11,600 11,500 -100 0
Government 2 83,000 83,300 83,000 -300 0

Sources for tables and graph:  Alaska Department of Labor & Workforce Development, Research and 
Analysis Section; and the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics
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