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and glutted the market.  While Alaska timber will
continue to find specialty markets and niche
opportunities, the economic realities of the early
twenty-first century point towards a world market
dominated by less expensive sources.

Mineral resources, on the other hand, must be
mined where they are found and production
cannot be shifted to other locales.  While the
discovery and development of ore bodies in low
wage areas affect prices, Alaska’s supply of mineral
resources is large enough to suggest a continuing
ability to compete on the world market.  For the
foreseeable future, mineral wealth will provide
economic benefit to the places where the minerals
happen to be found, and Alaska is one of those
places.




