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Continued from page 11

Immigrants tend to branch out into other fi elds of em-
ployment as their  me in the U.S. increases, and the 
percentage in these three industries drops below 50. 
For those who have been in the U.S. at least 10 years, 
employment in industries such as retail trade, public 
administra  on, and construc  on becomes increasingly 
common.

Immigrants’ median earnings
Median earnings for Alaska’s foreign-born are roughly 
equivalent to immigrant earnings na  onally but trail 
Alaskans in general. For men, immigrants earn about 
62 percent of what na  ve-born men earn in Alaska 
($37,081 to $60,261). The gap is smaller for foreign-
born women at 77 percent ($34,218 to $44,276).

Newly arrived immigrants predictably earn far less 

than more established immigrants. Around 73 percent 
earn less than $35,000 a year, but only about 41 per-
cent who have been in the U.S. more than 10 years 
earn that li  le. 

The gap between naturalized ci  zens and nonci  zens 
is evident in their poverty status, both in Alaska and 
na  onwide. About 10 percent of all Alaskans live be-
low the poverty line, which is not adjusted for local 
cost of living. It’s slightly higher than that for all for-
eign-born Alaskans, but for those who have become 
U.S. ci  zens, it falls below 7 percent, even lower than 
the rate for U.S.-born Alaskans. Meanwhile, nonci  -
zens’ poverty rate is over 14 percent.

Naturalized Alaskans are also more likely than na  ve 
ci  zens to live above 200 percent of the poverty line, 
the common threshold for what’s considered “low in-
come,” at 78 percent to 74 percent. Just 61 percent of 
the nonnaturalized live at or above that level.
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