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Date: February 11, 1993 

To: All AKOSH Staff 

From: Donald G. Study, CSP, Director 

Subject: 1910 .119, Process Safety Management of Hazardous Chemicals--Compliance 
Guidelines and Enforcement Procedures 

A. Purnose. This Program Directive (PD) establishes uniform policies, procedures, standard
clarifications, and compliance guidance for enforcement of the standard for Process
Safety Management of Highly Hazardous Chemicals, 1910.119, "PSM standard", and
amendments for Explosives and Blasting Agents, Subchapter 9.

B. Backe:round. On February 24, 1992, federal OSHA promulgated the Final Rule for
Process Safety Management of Highly Hazardous Chemicals. The OSHA standard
originally had an effective date of May 26, 1992 but an administrative stay delayed the
effective date of paragraphs ( f ), ( h ), (i), and (1) until August 26, 1992. AKOSH adopted
the OSHA standard by reference and it became effective on September 20, 1992. On
September 28, 1992, OSHA published OSHA Instruction CPL 2-2.45.0\ to pro\'ic'.1:
compliance guidance for enforcement of the PSM standard. This PD is being issued in
response to CPL 2-2.45A.

OSHA adopted the PSM standard for the following reasons:

1. In recent years, a number of catastrophic accidents in the chemical industry have
drawn attention to the safety of processes involving highly hazardous chemicals.
OSHA has determined that employees have been and continue to be exposed in
their workplaces to the hazards of releases of highly hazardous chemicals which
may be toxic, reactive, flammable, or explosive.

2. The requirements of the PSM standard are intended to eliminate or mitigate the
consequences of such releases. The standard emphasizes the application of
management controls when addressing the risks associated with handling or
working near hazardous chemicals.
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