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What is Disaster Unemployment Assistance? 
 
DUA is a federally funded unemployment insurance program designed to provide 
benefits for workers and self employed workers who are out of work as a direct result of 
a declared disaster.   
 
What was the disaster? 
 
President Bush declared a federal disaster on December 4, 2002 due to major flooding in 
the Kenai Peninsula, which occurred on October 23 through November 12, 2002.  The 
President’s declaration provides for Disaster Unemployment Assistance for those 
individuals living or working within Kenai Peninsula Borough, Kodiak Island Borough 
and Chignik Bay area, including Chignik Lake and Chignik Lagoon.  The Kenai 
Peninsula and Kodiak Island Boroughs include the communities of: 
 
Akhiok Aleneva Chiniak Karluk  Kodiak  Station  
Kodiak  Larsen Bay Old Harbor Ouzinkie Port Lions 
Womens Bay  
Anchor Point Bear Creek Beluga  Clam Gulch Cooper Landing 
Cohoe  Crown Pt Fox River Fritz Creek Dimond Ridge 
Funny River Halibut Cove Homer  Hope  Happy Valley 
Katchemak Kalifornsky Kasilof  Kenai  Lowell Point 
Moose Pass Nanwalek Nakiski Nikolaevsk Miller Landing 
Ninilchik Pt Graham Primrose Ridgeway Seldovia Village 
Seldovia Salamatof Seward Soldotna Sterling 
Sunrise Tyonek 
 
How do I apply for DUA? 
 
You can apply for DUA benefits over the phone by calling 1-800-590-5941.   You have 
until January 8, 2003, to file a timely application.  You will need to provide proof of 
earnings.  If you are unable to locate your financial documents or they have been 
destroyed, you can contact the IRS and request a copy of your 2001 income taxes.  
Benefits will be initiated based on your sworn affidavit of earnings until your 
documentation is received.   
 
Who is eligible for DUA? 
 
Workers or self employed workers who became unemployed or partially unemployed due 
to the disaster and who are not eligible for unemployment insurance benefits may be 
eligible for DUA.  To receive DUA benefits, an individual must meet the following 
eligibility requirements: 
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• You must not be eligible for any UI program. (If you are, a claim will be 

established for you.) 
• You are unemployed as a direct result of the disaster. Examples would include: 

o Unable to reach work site (roads blocked or impassable, etc.) 
o Unable to start a job due to the disaster 
o Unable to work due to an injury that incurred during the disaster. 
o Lost work was your main source of income. 

• Your application was filed on or before January 8, 2003. 
• You had a loss of potential income due to the disaster. 
• If your work is seasonal, you may be eligible if you are unemployed because of 

the disaster and not due to the seasonal nature of your work. 
• You are able and available to accept immediate suitable work.  
• Your 2001 self-employment earnings must have been reported to the IRS.  

 
What time period will it cover? 
 
Benefits for qualified applicants will be available during the disaster assistance period of 
October 27, 2002 through June 7, 2003. 
 
How much money could I get? 
 
The DUA weekly assistance amount is calculated on the taxable wages you earned during 
2001.  Benefits for self-employed workers will be based on the net income reported from 
self-employment for 2001.   
 

• Amounts range from $97 - $248 per week, plus $24 for each dependent (up to 
three) and will be based on taxable wages from the 2001 tax year.   

• Benefits can be paid for up to 26 weeks. 
• Part-time self-employed workers are eligible for DUA. Benefits will be based on 

the percentage of average hours worked. 
• You may still be eligible for partial benefits if you are back to work.  Your 

earnings will be deducted from your weekly benefit amount. 
 
How long will payments last? 
 
Benefits may be paid through June 7, 2003.  However, you can only be paid for weeks 
that you were unemployed due to the disaster.     
 
What must I do to continue my eligibility? 
 
You must be able and willing to accept work if it is offered to you and suitable for you.  
You must submit your claim certification for payment every two weeks and show on it 
that you are still looking for work, just as if you were receiving regular unemployment 
payments.   



 
What if I am denied DUA benefits? 
 
If you are denied benefits, you will be given appeal rights.  All requests for appeal must 
be in writing and mailed to the address shown on the denial document within 60 days 
from the date the denial was issued.   
 
Whom can I call if I have questions? 
 
You may call the Alaska DUA number toll-free at 1-800-590-5941 if you have questions.  
 
For further information on other federal aid programs that may be available to you due to 
this disaster, go to http://www.fema.gov/diz02/d1445.shtm  
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