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Unemployment rate falls to 6.4 percent in January

Alaska’s seasonally adjusted unemployment rate 
fell three-tenths of a percentage point in January to 
6.4 percent, according to the Alaska Department of 
Labor and Workforce Development. The U.S. rate 
rose one-tenth of a percentage point to 4.6 percent.

The 6.4 percent rate is the lowest since December 
2001, but the error range is plus or minus 1 percent 
so it will take several more months before any con-
clusions can be drawn about a change in trend. For 
most of 2005 and 2006 the rate hovered between 
6.5 percent and 7 percent.  

Payroll employment fell by about 6,300 in January 
(not seasonally adjusted), typically the low point in 
the year for Alaska’s very seasonal economy. 

Alaska’s estimated 296,300 January wage and sal-
ary jobs represented a 1.6 percent over-the-year 
increase, a number that is not markedly differ-
ent than what the state has seen in recent months 
and years. If the pattern of moderate employment 
growth holds, 2007 will be the state’s 20th consec-
utive year of economic expansion. 

A large portion of the new jobs have come from 
the oil and gas industry, which provided an esti-
mated 11,000 jobs in January, an increase of 1,800 
from January 2006. Health care has been a regular 
contributor for years and added another 700 jobs 
over the 12-month period. Most other industries 
showed modest growth with a notable exception 
being construction, which had an over-the-year de-
cline of 400 jobs.

Unemployment Rates, Alaska and U.S.
January 2001 to January 2007

Alaska Nonfarm Payroll Employment

1 Private education only
2 Government includes public schools, the University of Alaska and federally recognized tribal entities.

Contact:  Dan Robinson, Economist   (907) 465-6036
Research and Analysis Web site: almis.labor.state.ak.us

Seasonal Adjustment

Preliminary Revised Revised     Changes from
1/07 12/06 1/06 12/06 1/06

Total Nonfarm Employment 296,300 302,600 291,600 -6,300 4,700
Natural Resources and Mining 13,000 13,200 11,000 -200 2,000
     Oil and Gas 11,000 11,100 9,200 -100 1,800
Construction 14,100 16,100 14,500 -2,000 -400
Manufacturing 10,800 6,400 10,800 4,400 0
     Seafood Processing 7,200 2,800 7,300 4,400 -100
Trade, Transportation and Utilities 59,700 61,600 59,500 -1,900 200
     Retail Trade 34,200 35,500 34,300 -1,300 -100
Information 6,700 6,900 6,900 -200 -200
Financial Activities 14,500 14,700 14,500 -200 0
Professional and Business Services 22,900 23,600 22,200 -700 700
Educational1 and Health Services 37,300 37,400 36,400 -100 900
     Health Care 26,600 26,700 25,900 -100 700
Leisure and Hospitality 26,500 28,200 25,900 -1,700 600
     Accommodations 6,000 6,500 5,800 -500 200
     Food Svcs. and Drinking Places 16,900 17,900 16,500 -1,000 400
Other Services 11,300 11,500 10,900 -200 400
Government 2 79,500 83,000 79,000 -3,500 500

Sources for graph and tables: Alaska Department of Labor and Workforce Development, 
Research and Analysis Section; and the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics
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Beginning with the release of January’s unem-
ployment data, the statewide unemployment rate 
discussed in this release will be seasonally ad-
justed. Seasonal adjustment is a statistical tech-
nique that eliminates the infl uences of weather 
changes, holidays, the opening and closing of 
schools, and other recurring seasonal events from 
economic time series such as unemployment 
rates. Eliminating seasonal fl uctuations makes it 
easier to compare data from month to month and 
to identify changes in trends.

Local Unemployment Rates1 1/07 1/06
Anchorage 5.4% 5.8%
Mat-Su Borough 8.9% 9.2%
Fairbanks North Star Borough 6.3% 6.8%
Juneau Borough 5.5% 6.0%
North Slope Borough 5.5% 7.7%
1 Not seasonally adjusted
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