
Unemployment rate at 6.5 percent in December

Unemployment Rates, Alaska and U.S.
January 2001 to December 2007

Alaska Nonfarm Payroll Employment1

1 Not seasonally adjusted
2 Private education only
3 Government includes public schools, the University of Alaska and federally recognized tribal entities.

Contact: Dan Robinson, Economist (907) 465-6036
Research and Analysis’ Web site: almis.labor.state.ak.us

Preliminary Revised Revised     Changes from
12/07 11/07 12/06 11/07 12/06

Total Nonfarm Employment 304,500 308,000 302,600 -3,500 1,900
Natural Resources and Mining 14,200 14,300 13,200 -100 1,000
     Oil and Gas 11,800 11,800 11,100 0 700
Construction 15,200 16,300 16,100 -1,100 -900
Manufacturing 6,400 8,600 6,400 -2,200 0
     Seafood Processing 2,800 4,800 2,800 -2,000 0
Trade, Transportation and Utilities 62,200 62,500 61,600 -300 600
     Retail Trade 35,900 36,000 35,500 -100 400
Information 6,900 6,900 6,900 0 0
Financial Activities 14,600 14,700 14,700 -100 -100
Professional and Business Services 24,200 24,300 23,600 -100 600
Educational 2 and Health Services 37,600 37,400 37,400 200 200
     Health Care 26,800 26,700 26,700 100 100
Leisure and Hospitality 28,300 28,100 28,200 200 100
     Accommodations 6,600 6,400 6,500 200 100
     Food Svcs. and Drinking Places 17,900 18,000 17,900 -100 0
Other Services 11,400 11,500 11,500 -100 -100
Government 3 83,500 83,400 83,000 100 500

Sources for graph and tables: Alaska Department of Labor and Workforce Development, 
Research and Analysis Section; and the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics

Unemployment Rates, Seasonally Adjusted
December 2007: Alaska   6.5% U.S.   5.0%
November 2007: Alaska   6.4% U.S.   4.7%
December 2006: Alaska   6.7% U.S.   4.4%

Alaska’s seasonally adjusted unemployment rate 
rose one-tenth of a percentage point to 6.5 percent 
in December, according to the Alaska Department 
of Labor and Workforce Development. The com-
parable national rate rose three-tenths of a percent-
age point to 5.0 percent.

Alaska’s rate has been slowly climbing since hit-
ting a low point of 5.8 percent in April. Over that 
period, the seasonally adjusted number of unem-
ployed people has risen from 20,139 to 22,966, 
and although employment has grown, it’s done so 
at a slightly slower rate. 

At 5.1 percent, Anchorage’s December unemploy-
ment rate is about the same as December 2006’s 
5.0 percent rate (not seasonally adjusted). The 
state’s other population centers, including Mat-Su, 
Fairbanks and Juneau, also saw little over-the-year 
change to their unemployment rates. 

The Skagway-Hoonah-Angoon Census Area had 
December’s highest rate at 21.1 percent and the 
North Slope Borough had the lowest at 4.5 per-
cent. 

Payroll employment estimates for December 
fell by 3,500, due mostly to expected seasonal 
declines in seafood processing and construction. 
Over-the-year growth has slowed in the second 
half of the year, however, and was just 0.6 percent 
in December. 

The most noticeable restraint on growth has been 
construction, which was down 900 jobs from De-
cember 2006 levels. Oil and gas continues to show 
strong over-the-year growth, with 700 more jobs 
in December than a year ago, but most of those 
gains came earlier in the year. 
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